BISMARCK

known to me, with the presidents of both parliaments, and
these related not only to questions of session and adjourn-
ment, but also to important proposals in opposition to my
wishes, with which my colleagues were acquainted. The
general attack on my position, the striving after a share in
the government, or sole dominion in my stead, betrayed
by the scheme of independent imperial ministers, and by
the above-mentioned secret negotiations, was very clearly
marked at the council meeting held by the Crown Prince
on June 5, 1878, as representative of his wounded father.
The subject of discussion was the dissolution of parlia-
ment after Nobiling's attempt at assassination. Half, or
more, of my colleagues, at any rate the majority of the
ministry and the council, voted adversely to me against
dissolution, on the ground that the present parliament, now
that Nobiling's attempt had followed on Model's, would
be prepared to reverse its recent vote and meet the views
of the government. The confidence expressed by my col-
leagues on this occasion evidently depended on a confiden-
tial understanding between them and influential parlia-
mentarians, though not one of the latter made any utterance
to me on the subject. It appeared that they had already
come to an understanding about the division of my inheri-
tance.

I was certain that the Crown Prince would accept my
view, even if all my colleagues had been of a different
opinion, and I also had the approval of the twenty or more
generals and officials present, certainly of the former. If
I wanted to keep my post as minister at all, a question
really of official and personal expediency, which, on ex-
amining myself, I answered in the affirmative, I found

myself compelled to stand on my defence, and try to
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